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Video 5: 

A Barriers to Learning Lesson Demonstration  

 

A Barriers To Learning Lesson Demonstration 

Rinalda Arendse  

Teacher: Square Hill 
Right girls and boys, this morning we are going to have Miss Prudhomme come to 
our class; she’s going to talk to us about wheelchairs.   

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
I’m from the Chaeli Campaign.  What is this? 

CHILDREN 
 

A wheelchair. 

Debbie Prudhomme 

 Inclusion Education Facilitator 
A wheelchair.  And who uses a wheelchair? 

CHILDREN 
 

Disabled people.  

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
It is not always only people with disabilities who need the wheelchair.  If somebody 
can't see we say they are? 

CHILDREN 
 

Blind. 

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
Blind.  Do they need a wheelchair? 

CHILDREN 
 

No. 

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
No.  Right, but there are lots of people whose legs don’t work properly and they 
need a wheelchair.  Now,  
Colby is going to pretend that he has a disability.  His disability is that his legs don’t 
work.  Do you think that Colby can see us? 

CHILDREN 
 

Yes. 

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
Do you think he can hear us? 

CHILDREN 
 

Yes. 

Debbie Prudhomme 

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
So the only thing that’s not working for Colby is his legs.  Right Colby, let’s see how 
it works to be in a wheelchair.  Right, I would like you Colby, to please open the door 
for me.  Could you open that door please?  [Laughter].  How could we make it easier 
for him to open that door?  What could we do? 

CHILD When he pull down the handle and then you pull him back. 
 

Debbie Prudhomme 

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
Yes.  What a good idea.  When you see Colby going towards the door, you could 
jump out of your seat, come running over here and when he opens it, just pull him 
back a little bit.  That would be an awesome idea.  I’d like you to go down here and 
fetch something from the back of the classroom.  I’ll tell you when you get there.  
Aah, I see people helping already.  That’s good.  Why did you move that?  That was 
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awesome thinking.  Why did you do that? 

CHILD Because he can (inaudible).   

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
Yes.  It was going to be in the way.   
Colby is in a wheelchair and he wants to come to your school.  His mom drops him 
at the front door, how is he going to get here?  Is it going to be difficult or is it going 
to be easy? 

CHILD Easy. 

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
You think so? So if we dropped him at the front, where the front doors are, you 
know, where Mrs Davis’s office is? 

CHILD Yes. 

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
If we dropped him there and said:  “Okay, cheers Colby.  See you in the classroom”, 
is he going to be able to get up those stairs? 

CHILDREN 
 

No.   

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
No, it is going to be difficult.  How could we help him?  

CHILD We can pick him up. 

Debbie Prudhomme 

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
We could but you know what, Colby is only in Grade 3 now.  Imagine when Colby is 
in Grade 12.  Jeepers, he is going to be a big man.   

CHILD A ramp. 

Debbie Prudhomme 

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
A ramp.  Imagine if we put a ramp there and he could just wheel himself up?  
Wouldn't that be good? 

CHILDREN 
 

Yes. 

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
Now, you have classrooms upstairs.   
How is he going to get there?  What are we going to have to do? 
We can't put a lift in.  That’s too much money for next year.  So what could we do 
instead? 
Couldn't we say:  Okay, just for next year, hang on a mo’. Just for next year, let’s 
bring the Grade 4 classroom downstairs and the Grade 3s are going upstairs?  
Could we do that?  Because you guys can run up and down the stairs.   

CHILD Yes. 
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Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
He can't.  So sometimes we have to make changes to help the people who are in 
wheelchairs.  Now, I am going to choose three responsible people.  I am going to 
ask Mrs Arendse – and they are going to go on a little tour around the school.   
 
And you are going to come back and tell us where you had a problem, where you 
couldn’t go with this wheelchair and in the meantime, I am going to do something 
else with these children and then you are going to give us some information.  
  
Off you go.  Take your friend who has a disability and see where it is difficult for him.  
Don’t tip him out.  [Laughs] 
 
Can you take one and pass back? We’re just going to look at the pictures while 
we’re waiting. We’re going to look at each pair of pictures. Which picture shows 
accessibility to someone in a wheelchair, and which picture shows that something is 
not accessible?  
Here come our pioneers. 
 
OK, what happened when you got to a gutter? 

CHILD We had to stop and turn around because he would have fallen out. 

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
So you had to find another route? Awesome.   

CHILD Yes.   

Debbie Prudhomme  

Inclusion Education Facilitator 
Okay, well done.   

  

ENDS 

 


