CHAELI
CAMPAIGN
Overcoming Barriers to Learning

Suppor ng Psycho-social learning
Headquarters are in Western Cape but various programmes operate
na onally.

The Chaeli Campaign was founded in 2004 by ﬁve girls between the
ages of 6 and 12. Michaela (Chaeli) Mycro , her sister Erin and
lifelong friends, the Terry sisters started The Chaeli Campaign to
raise R20 000 for Chaeli's motorised wheelchair. They managed to
do this in 7 weeks by selling cards with Erin & Chaeli's artwork on
them and Sunshine Pots (DIY miniature pot plants). From this
small start The Chaeli Campaign has grown into a much bigger
movement.
At the age of 17 Chaeli Mycro was presented the Interna onal
Children's Peace Prize 2011 in Amsterdam in recogni on of what
the campaign has achieved. Although Chaeli is the face of the
Campaign, the spirit on which the organisa on is based is the
teamwork that exists amongst the ﬁve founding members. The
vision of the campaign is to mobilise the minds and bodies of
children with disabili es and to normalise society through
advocacy and educa on programmes and events.

The vision of the campaign is to mobilise the minds and bodies of
children with disabili es and to normalise society through
advocacy and educa on programmes and events.
The Objec ves of The Chaeli Campaign are to:
Ÿ Promote and provide the mobility and educa onal needs of
disabled children under the age of eighteen years, throughout
South Africa.
Ÿ Use its facili es and resources to assist the disabled community
in any way it sees ﬁt.
Ÿ Work in collabora on with other organisa ons for the
advancement of the disabled community.
Ÿ Act as a facilitator to other centres, organisa ons and
communi es in Africa.
In addi on to raising money to support individuals with disabili es
through the purchasing of wheel chairs and other assis ve devices,
the campaign has developed a programme to promote and support

“Here's an organization
founded by a child which
firmly believes in the
power of hope and the
strength and resilience
of the children of
South Africa”
- Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

inclusive educa on. Chaeli Mycro
states that “people with disabili es are
s ll living in our own form of apartheid.
We are segregated from society not by
choice but by a lack of accessibility and
acceptance." Educa on that is suitable
for disabled children isn't readily
available to all. But The Chaeli Campaign
is working to get the help to where it is
needed – in all mainstream schools. The
programme focuses on embracing
diversity and changing the percep ons of
both teachers and learners to move
them away from personal fears and
feelings of being uncomfortable when
being around someone with a disability
and/or barrier to learning.

Barriers to learning, life skills lessons.
Contact details:
CHAELI CAMPAIGN
+27 (0)21 762 3835

info@chaelicampaign.co.za

Suppor ng Psycho-social learning

The programme is designed to ﬁt into the learning area of Life
Orienta on. It consists of a series of lessons (Grades R to 7) that
have been developed to raise awareness in mainstream schools (in
both learners and teachers) of diﬀerent barriers to learning and to
encourage teachers and learners to respond to these in a way that
is non-judgemental and inclusive. It promotes inclusion and the
right of every child to be included in the classroom and other
children are empowered to accept children with disabili es.
A teacher is involved in the ini al stage of presen ng the
programme in prepara on for the school being able to run it on
their own. The programme addresses 30 diﬀerent barriers. The
lessons are made up of 3 deﬁnite sec ons:

There is variable teacher buy-in
to the project. This buy-in starts
with the principal and needs to
be supported at this level for
subsequent buy-in to happen.
Ÿ The campaign has human
resources which are linked to
limited ﬁnancial resources.
Ÿ Frequent changes to the
na onal curriculum make it
stressful for teachers to see
where the lesson plans ﬁt in.
Ÿ

an informa on component
crea ng an accep ng environment-learners are presented with
informa on to help them understand the barrier
Ÿ peer- to- peer solu on ﬁnding-the learners are presented with
situa ons in which they look for answers.
Ÿ
Ÿ

The lessons are structured to be both fun and informa ve and
contain all the informa on which the teacher needs to present to
the learners. This makes it a hassle free experience for the teachers
with no added prepara on. In 2012 this programme was rolled out
in 2 schools: Square Hill Primary School and Steenberg Primary
School. The process began with a staﬀ workshop to present the
programme to the teachers. A total of 1730 children and 59
teachers have thus far engaged with the lessons.

The Chaeli Campaign has been recognized na onally and
interna onally for the work that it does and its
achievements.
Ÿ It promotes inclusion- the rights of every child to be
included in the classroom and other children are
empowered to accept children with disabili es.
Ÿ It has been developed to ﬁt into the Life Orienta on
learning area and is therefore part of what teachers are
expected to teach, not an added on extra.
Ÿ Teachers are involved in the ini al stage of presen ng the
programme in prepara on for the school being able to run it
on their own, and for the programme to be integrated into
the school culture.
Ÿ
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In mainstream schools
teachers need to be openminded and ﬂexible. It is
amazing to have a teacher who
inspires you.
Ÿ The role of parents is also to
have high expecta ons for
their children.
Ÿ It is important to have various
development partners. This
kind of programme only works
with sustained rela onship
building.
Ÿ More than anything else, we
need to be excited and
passionate about the work
that we are doing, because
passion and enthusiasm is
contagious.
Ÿ

041 403 2528

041 453 3478

fndgmsa@iafrica.com

